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Synopsis
Ariel is a curious young mermaid. She likes to explore sunken ships, swim up to the surface, and
learn all she can about the world above the sea. Children ages 2-5 will love finding out what

happens when this Disney Princess falls in love with a human in the full-color Little Golden Book

retelling of Disney The Little Mermaid!
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Customer Reviews

Now in the Little Golden Book format, Disney’s "The Little Mermaid tells the story of Ariel, a young

mermaid who gets the chance to be human after making a deal with an evil sea witch.

Good little book

This review is to give you an idea of the look and feel of the book. Given the price ($4 when |
purchased), | know it is not a high-cost item, but | hope this helps. Content of the book is fine, but
the quality is low. The size and quality are not the same as traditional Little Golden books. Not to be
harsh, but | would place the quality of this book above something you'd get in a fast-food meal for

free, but below what you’d expect from a traditional kids book in the $10 range. It's more like



something you’d get a dollar store - the cover is thin, and the pages are bound in a way that they
don’t 'flip’ naturally. As another reviewer pointed out, the pages protrude from under the cover,
which is about as thick as shoe-box cardboard.In short, | wouldn’t give this as a gift, but if you need
a quick fix for a passing fad - it is worth the price they are asking.On a positive note, this book is
Printed in the USA.

Cute!

book came damaged

2017 Update: Probably not many people have the chance to do what | did... be expecting at the
same time as your mother! That was one of the great things about being the oldest of 10 children,
and it was terrific to be navigating motherhood for the first time with my own mom. My baby sister
and my oldest son are just 3 months apart, and it's been an amazing experience for my mother and
| to raise our kids together - including taking them, when they were 5 years old, to see the 1989
Disney movie this Little Golden Book was based on.| can remember my son protesting that this was
"a girl's movie", but he ended up really enjoying it, and this book did a really nice job of hitting on all
of the main aspects of the film along with all of the great characters - Ariel the mermaid princess and
her BFF (best FISH friend!) Flounder, her father King Triton and his advisor Sebastian the crab,
Scuttle the seagull, Prince Eric and his steward Sir Grimsby, along with Ursula the sea witch and
her eel servants Flotsam and Jetsam. I'll give you the text of the book, so you can judge for yourself
if you think your youngster will enjoy it:"King Triton, the great sea king, had many daughters who
loved the undersea world. But Triton’s youngest daughter, Ariel, dreamed of the world above the
water’s surface - the world of humans. Ariel and her friend Flounder liked to go to the surface to visit
Scuttle the seagull. Scuttle told them all about the humans’ objects that Ariel found at the bottom of
the sea. One day Triton learned about Ariel’s trips to the surface. The sea king grew very angry. He
asked his friend Sebastian the crab to keep an eye on Ariel. A few days later, Ariel noticed a ship
sailing way up on the surface of the water. She quickly swam toward it. 'Ariel! Ariel! Please come
back! cried Sebastian as he and Flounder swam after her. When Ariel surfaced, she saw a huge
ship filled with sailors. Ariel's eyes lit up when she spotted the sailor the others called Prince Eric. It
was love at first sight! Suddenly the sky darkened. Heavy rain began to fall, and lightning split the
sky. The ship was tossed on the waves, and the prince was thrown overboard! ’I've got to save him!

thought Ariel. She grabbed the drowning prince and swam to shore, pulling him onto the beach.



Prince Eric did not stir as Ariel gently touched his face and sang him a love song. Soon Ariel heard
the prince’s crew searching for him. She did not want to be seen by the humans, so she kissed the
prince and dove back into the sea. Prince Eric awoke to find Sir Grimsby, his loyal steward, at his
side. Sir Brimsby was happy that Eric was alive. 'A girl... rescued me,’ said the prince. 'She was
singing. She had the most beautiful voice.” Prince Eric, too, had fallen in love. King Triton was
furious when he discovered that Ariel had fallen in love with a human. He rushed to the grotto where
Ariel kept her collection of humans’ treasures. ’Contact between the human world and the merworld
is strictly forbidden!’ Triton shouted. He raised his magic trident and fired bolts of energy around the
cave, destroying the treasures. Then the mighty sea king left. Ariel buried her face in her hands and
began to cry. Meanwhile, not far away, evil forces were at work in the undersea kingdom. Ursula,
the sea witch, who had tried once before to overthrow Triton, was looking for a way to take over.
Through her crystal ball she could see Ariel crying, and an idea came to her. Ursula sent her slimy
eel servants, Flotsam and Jetsam, to Ariel’s grotto. There they convinced the Little Mermaid that
Ursula could help her to get her beloved prince. Ariel was so upset that she ignored Sebastian’s
warnings and swam off with Flotsam and Jetsam to meet with the sea witch. 'My dear,’ said the
witch. 'Here’s the deal. I'll make a potion that will turn you into a human for three days. Before the
sun sets on the third day, you’ve got to get dear old princie to kiss you. If he kisses you, you'll
remain human permanently. But if he doesn’t, you turn back into a mermaid and you belong to me!
In return for the potion, the witch wanted Ariel’s voice. 'My voice?’ asked Ariel. 'Without my voice,
how can | - "You'll still have your looks, your pretty face,” replied Ursula. After Ariel agreed to
Ursula’s deal, an amazing change took place. Ariel’s voice flew from her body and was captured in
a seashell around Ursula’s neck. Ariel lost her tail, grew legs, and became a human. When Ariel
went in search of the prince, she was helped ashore by her friends. She tried to speak to them, but
no sound came out. A short while later, Ariel saw Prince Eric. The prince had been lovesick ever
since hearing her sing. At first the prince thought Ariel was the girl who had rescued him. But when
he learned that she couldn’t speak, he knew he was wrong. Prince Eric felt sorry for Ariel. She
needed a place to stay, so he took her back to his palace. Over the next two days, Prince Eric grew
to like Ariel more and more. During a romantic boat ride, Eric was about to kiss Ariel when Flotsam
and Jetsam overturned the boat. 'That was a close one. Too close,’” said Ursula, who was watching
in her crystal ball. ’It's time Ursula took matters into her own tentacles.” The sea witch mixed a
magic potion and changed herself into a beautiful young maiden. On the morning of the third day,
there was a great excitement throughout the kingdom. Prince Eric was going to marry a young

maiden he had just met! Ursula, disguised as the maiden, had used Ariel’s voice to trick Eric. He



now believed that the maiden was the girl who had saved him from the shipwreck. Poor Ariel was
heartbroken. The wedding ceremony was to take place on Prince Eric’s new boat. Scuttle flew by
just as the bride passed in front of a mirror. Her reflection was that of the sea witch! Scuttle rushed
off to tell Ariel and the rest of his friends. Sebastian quickly formed a plan. Flounder helped Ariel get
out to Eric’s ship. Scuttle arranged for some of his seagull friends to delay the wedding. And
Sebastian hurried to find King Triton. Prince Eric and the maiden were about to be married when a
flock of seagulls, led by Scuttle, swooped down on the bride. She screamed in the sea witch’s voice.
Scuttle knocked the seashell containing Ariel’s voice from around the maiden’s neck. The shell
shattered, and Ariel’s voice returned to her. ’It was you all the time!” said Prince Eric. 'Oh, Eric, |
wanted to tell you,” said Ariel. The sun disappeared over the horizon just as they were about to kiss.
Ariel's three days were up. She changed back into a mermaid. Ursula grabbed Ariel and dove off
the ship. Thanks to Sebastian’s warning, Triton was waiting for them at Ursula’s lair. ’I might be
willing to make an exchange for someone better,” cried Ursula. Triton agreed, and he became
Ursula’s prisoner. She now had his magic trident and control of the undersea kingdom. All of a
sudden a harpoon struck Ursula in the shoulder. Prince Eric had come to Ariel's rescue! Together
they swam to the surface. Ursula followed close behind them, and she grew bigger and bigger with
anger, until she rose out of the water. Prince Eric swam to his ship and climbed on board. He
grabbed the wheel and turned the ship toward Ursula. Just as the sea witch was about to fire a
deadly bolt at Ariel from the trident, the prince’s ship slammed into Ursula. The evil witch was
destroyed! Now that the witch was gone, Triton was freed. He rose from the sea and saw Ariel
watching Prince Eric, who was lying on the shore, unconscious. 'She really does love him, doesn’t
she? asked the sea king. Sebastian, who was nearby, nodded. 'I'm going to miss her,’ Triton
added. Then he raised his trident and shot a magic bolt at Ariel’s tail. The Little Mermaid’s tail
disappeared, and once again she had legs. Ariel was now a human. Prince Eric awoke in time to
see his beloved Ariel running onto the shore. He kissed her, and they were married that day. After
the wedding, Prince Eric and Ariel sailed off on their honeymoon to live happily ever after."We may
not have been able to afford all of the DVDs of the Disney classics, but these Little Golden Books
have at least allowed me to give them a "taste" with 24 nicely illustrated pages. We’re now up to
three grandsons and an infant granddaughter - I'll look forward to sharing it with her someday, but in

the meantime, my grandsons have enjoyed it as well!

Our 2.5 year old loves everyting princess at the moment. She also loves the little mermaide but the

movie is too scary for her at her age. This story is perfect - not too scary but tells the story and is not



too long to maintain her attention. The pictures are also really well done.

This book was a perfect introduction to the story of The Little Mermaid for my 5 year old grandson.
In October, | will be taking my grandson to a community theatre production of the Little Mermaid and

thought the experience would be enhanced by reading the story.

My 3 year old enjoys reading this book and looking at the pictures. Short enough to keep her

attention, but keeps a good story line
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